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We attended 21
Meetings
in December,

Participation
Champions,

Early Years
Engagement
Conference

and

BSW Carers
Partnership Forum.

SBC SEND Families News
Splash

Click to download the
December 2023 edition of
SEND Families News
Splash.

Click here 3

You can subscribe to get
future editions of this
newsletter by subscribing
to the SBC mailing list.

Join here

»

Swindon SEND
Families Voic

Swindon SEND
Families Voice

A Warm Welcome
Happy New Year!

What a start to 2024, it's certainly nice weather for ducks!

This month sees some of the colder and darker days of the year, so please make sure you reach out to us here at
Swindon SEND Families Voice and to other SEND parents and carers when you need to, so that you get the
opportunity to share your journey and you never feel alone.

We have several events and groups you can find information about in this bulletin,

just check out the SEND events on pages 5,6 and 7. //I//
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So why not make your New Year's Resolution to come along,
make new friends and connect with other SEND families!
You said.....We did

We listened ........

You told us you wanted us to ......
Our new Branches day is Tuesday!

Make some changes to how we run our
monthly support group, Branches. As 2023
came to a close we asked parents and carers
to share their views about how Branches is
run via our online Survey.

Our first Branches session of 2024 will take place on
Tuesday 16th of January at 10am at the Community
room at Shaw Ridge Primary school, West Swindon.

Our guest speaker for January will be Jodie Smitten,
who is a Children’s Well-being Practitioner and
Autism Specialist. Jodie will be talking about Burnout,
Masking, Anxiety and the Autistic Experience

Through that Survey you told us that
Thursday's didn't work for you as a regular
day to hold these sessions.

We also have access to a BSL interpreter, if you would
like to access this service, please email
SwindonSENDFamiliesVoice@outlook.com, to find
out more.

You also told us that you would like to see a
mixture of Guest Speakers balanced with
time to chat to other parents and carers.

You told us that you didn't like too formal of “’ '\\ Our February Branches will take place on Tuesday

an approach to the sessions and that you 20th of Febru_aryvat 7pm at The Customer Service
. . Hub, The Orbital in North Swindon.
wanted to feel supported and included in

v/
the SEND community. / (»

You also told us you'd like our venues and
day time/ evening sessions to keep

alternating. You said the Venue's should be ’

in West and North Swindon as often as

Our guest speaker for February will be Kirk Anderson
who is a mental health practitioner who has 30 years
of experience working with Children with learning
disabilities and Autism. Kirk will be discussing
Behaviour and SEND.

possible because these were the most c Branches remains a free, monthly support group for
accessible areas in Swindon and for there to any parent, carer or friend/family member who is
be free parking. caring for a SEND child or young adult upto the age of

You shared that you'd like topis covered
such as Sleep, Behaviour, Autism, Toileting,

EHCPs, Transition into Adulthood, Anxiety,

25 with additional needs, whether those needs are
diagnosed or undiagnosed. We want to make sure you
feel connected, supported and never alone in your

SEND journey. So please do come along and meet the
team. We will always do our best to welcome

everyone with open arms.
. L] L] L] . . L] L]
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School Attendance by our guest speakers.

Isolated Pensistept . .
Supported. Lonelysad Parent/Carer Questionnaire
in st
Hugs F Anxie
Wl,:n',“;, L) Iﬁg‘#ﬁ; Lost |'u]':|‘|'f Figh The Assistant Educational Psychologists within Swindon Borough
ieedas e lEaJlllcti Lo Council would be grateful if you could complete the following
(;lr':_a‘tsrrfxlll 5 i questionnaire to collect parent/carer views into children and young
i Happy = people's anxious thoughts and worries. They are aiming to use
“'_’_ oy Belie information from the completed questionnaires to create a bespoke
] i edicated . Wil webinar aimed at parents/carers, on supporting children and young
1';;';:;[ T people experiencing anxious thoughts and worries.

Please complete the questionnaire to the best of your ability.
If you need support in completing this form please contact:
EPSenquiries@swindon.gov.uk

Thank you

074 868 734 05

@ https://swindonsendfamiliesvoice.org.uk/
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Useful Contacts
(‘ Aiming High
(‘ aiminghigh@swindon.gov.uk
(‘ (01793) 464 080
(‘ Community Paediatricians
(‘ gwh.communitypaeds@nhs.ne

@
@

=\

\./k/

CAMHS and TAMHS
Swindon

tamhs@swindon.gov.uk
CAMHS.Swindon-
Admin@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk

01865 903 422 CAMHS
(01793) 463177 TAMHS
0800 023 2133 Out of Hours

SIAS- The SEND

(‘ information, advice &
support service.

C‘ SIAS@swindon.gov.uk

C‘ (01793) 466 515

(‘ The SEND Team- SBC
(‘ SENDService@swindon.gov.uk
(‘ (01793) 464 641 )
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Spotlight on The Local Offer

Local Area Decision Making

The Local Area Decision Making page explains how
Swindon residents can get involved in shaping services
and the ways in which the local authority will involve
children, young people and parents/carers in developing
and reviewing the Local Offer. The page also explains
what the SEND and AP Partnership board is, and how it
helps make sure that the voices of those affected by
decision making processes are heard and how they can
contribute to the running of services, you can find out
more by clicking the link below.

Parent Voices

What makes you smile most
about your children with SEND?

Their contagious joy for every
small detail, and their gentle
hearts that love SO deeply and
manage to express that without
being verbal.

How have Swindon Families Voice supported you and your family?

The preschool stay and play has provided me opportunities to
meet other families with SEN children the same age as mine, and
we have made genuine friendships, not just the children but me
too. I now have a strong SEN parent network of my own that we
spend time with through the week and | can message for support
or advice any time of day and they just "get it".

What advice would you give to other parents on their SEND journey?

It's really hard, and its different, and it's not what you expected
parenting to be, but that doesn't mean it can't be lovely. Different isn't
wrong or bad, and once you get through the period of grief for the
parenting pathway you thought you'd have, and enter the period of
radical acceptance and loving everything about your child exactly as
they are, that's when your life really begins. It's magical, it's fun, it's
absolutely chaotic, but their love for you knows no bounds and that
will give you the strength to keep going.

n https://www.facebook.com/SwindonSENDfamiliesvoice |@l @Swindonsendfamilies
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The My Future 2024 event, previously known as the
Preparing for Adulthood Transitions Roadshow, will take
place on Thursday 1st February from 10:00am to 16:00pm
at New College, North Star Campus (This is a Teacher
Training Date at the College and is specifically open for the
event and so will not be a typical College Day)

The event is for young people aged 14+ with additional
needs as they prepare for adult life, and the parents, carers
and professionals who support them.

An event for young people aged 14
plus with additional needs,
and their parent / carers.

The My Future Planning Group includes representatives
from Swindon SEND Families Voice, Swindon Carers
Centre, STEP, Swindon Borough Council Adults and
Children’s Services including SEND.

Moving away from services for children and young people

2 Thursday
and to Adult Social Care and Adult Health Services, and ‘Becomir - el
from school into college or work, can often be daunting for @ New Cooge

Swindon,

all those involved. North Star

Come along - CAMPUS g
However, there are many services in Swindon which and find out what'’s a\"allable to
support young people and those who care for them help young people get ready for
throughout this transition, and many of these will be on- adult life.
hand at the event to offer information and advice. For more information email: myfutureevent@swindon.gov.uk

or text/ call 07989 387810 (53 SWINDON

The My Future event will bring together 40+ ‘stallholders’
from a broad range of organisations from across Swindon
that support young people, including from education,
employment and training, good health, independent living,
social life and community.

Save The Date:
The ‘My Future’ event is an opportunity for young people,
parents, carers and professionals to have informal, face to Thu rSday
face conversations with different organisations.
Also, it is a chance for attendees to hear more about the

1st of February

services and opportunities that they provide for young 2024
people with additional needs as they reach adulthood.

If you have any questions, contact the My Future inbox on
myfutureevent@swindon.gov.uk

We look forward to seeing you there!

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin

Please email us by clicking on our linked address swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
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ROJECT SEARCH

Swincdon DFN
Project SEARCH

Whatis DFN

A unique, school-to-work
transition programme for
students with disabilities.

DFN
Project | SEARCH

DFN

§P MMDAN WY New oleoe Project | SEARCH

serco
(I

Great Western Hospitals

The DFN

Project SEARCH? Project SEARCH

Philosophy

Core Components
of DFN Project
SEARCH

full time, paid

quiring
lace

Eligibility C

nH

riteria

nust provide a con

ing agreement

24th January
2024

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin
Please email us by clicking on our linked address
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr_Sat

12 3 4 5
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SSFV are involved in this fantastic opportunity for
Young People with a Learning Disability or Autism
to start a Supported Internship Programme at
GWH from September 2024.

The Programme will provide work-based training
opportunities at the Trust, with a view to helping
the interns develop their employability skills as
well as providing hands-on experience in the
workplace.

Come along to the Interest Event on Wednesday
24th January at GWH for more information:

Place: Great Western Hospital

Address: Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 6BB
Date: 24th January 2024

Time (2 sessions): 4.30 - 6pm or 6pm - 7.30pm
Attendees required: Parents / Carers / Young
people / Training providers

If possible please park in the Brunel Treatment
Centre car park and follow the signs to the
Academy Entrance. A member of staff will meet
you there.

If you would kindly fill out the form via the link, to
confirm you are attending on the 24th January.

If you have any further queries please contact:
supportedemployment@swindon.gov.uk.

Please enter the hospital via the

Academy entrance here

cp

Closest public

car park

swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
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NOVEMBER 2022
Mon Tuo Wed Thu Fri_Sat

SEND COFFEE MORNINGS ..

27 28 29 30
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MORNING AFTERNOON AFTCRNOON

Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special
Educational Needs or Disabilities? Educational Needs or Disabilities? Educational Needs or Disabilities?

Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND  Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND  Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND

Families Voice team to find out what we do! Families Voice team to find out what we do! Families Voice team to find out what we do!
Location: Lawn Manor Academy Location: Holy Cross Catholic Primary School Location: Nythe Primary School
Date: 15th January 2024 Date: 18th January 2024 Date: 25th January 2024
Time: 9.15am - 10.15am Time: 2pm - 3pm Time: 2pm - 3pm

Families Voice

% Swindon SEND % Swindon SEND % Swindon SEND
; Families Voice Families Voice

Qéomcé\a( “\(‘}om;t@EC COFH?E @\{

MORNING MORNING MORNING

Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special ~ Are you a parent or carer of a child with Special

Educational Needs or Disabilities? Educational Needs or Disabilities? Educational Needs or Disabilities?
Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND Please come along to meet the Swindon SEND
Families Voice team to find out what we do! Families Voice team to find out what we do! Families Voice team to find out what we do!
Location: King William CE Primary School Location: Kingfisher CE Academy Location: Rodbourne Cheney Primary School

Date: 26th January 2024 Date: 5th February 2024 Date: 8th February 2024
Time: 9am - 10am Time: 9.15am - 10.15am Time" o {Eami= 104551

Swindon SEND % Swindon SEND l ‘
Families Voice Swindnn SFND

Families Voice

If you know of anythln.g SEND re-lat.ed you'd lllfe to see in our E-bulletin swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
Please email us by clicking on our linked address
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BRANCHES

SUPPORT GROUP
EVERYONE WELCOME

Tel: 07486 873405
Email: swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com

BRANCHES is a support group open to all parents
and carers of children and young peorle with any
Special Educational Need or Disability, aged 0-25 vears

-l
When? -

Tuesday 16th ‘ "Breakfast Catch—Up"'v
Where?

ShuwRidge PrimnrgSchool, Are you a parent or carer of a child

Ridge Green, Swindon, with Special Educational Needs or
SN5 5PU Disabilities?

Time? Please come along to meet the
10AM-11.30AM Swindon SEND Families Voice team to
find out what we do!

Location: Toby Carvery, Abbey Meads,
SN25 4YX
Date: 7th February 2024
Time: 9.30am onwards

Swindon SEND|
Families Voice

Swindon SEND
Families Voice

BRANCHES is a free support group, however voluntary donations for refreshments are welcomed

A4

Swindon SEND
Families Voice

SEND STAY
SUPPORT GROUP

For children aged 0-5 years with SEND
FREE to attend!
Email: sendstayandplay.ssfv@outlook.com to b

When: Every Thursday ; 10:00
Where: The Meadow, Leigh Road, Sw
Please note parents and carers are responsible fortheir chil

If you know of anythlng SEND re-lat.ed you'd lllfe to see in our E-bulletin swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
Please email us by clicking on our linked address
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SEND EVENTS

BRANCHES

SUPPORT GROUP
EVERYONE WELCOME

Tel: 07486 873405
Email: swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com

BRANCHES is a support group open to all parents
and carers of children and young peorle with any
Seecial Educational Need or Disability, aged 0-25 vears

i

When?
Tuesday 20th

?
February L

Customer Service Hub,
Orbital Shopping Park
SN25 4AN

Swindon SENLC
Families Voice

BRANCHES is a free support group, however voluntary donations for refreshments are welcomed

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin
Please email us by clicking on our linked address

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

O
( ) SWINDON

Carers Centre

Parent Carer
Coffee Mornings
Need a break and a chat?
Come and m
@
and other

Sun Inn, Coate

Dates for your diary:
Wednesday 11th October
Wednesday 8th November
Wednesday 13th December
Wednesday 10th January
Wednesday 14th February
Wednesday 13th March

Time: 9.30am - 11.00am

SIAS drop in sessions

The SEND information, advice and support
service have drop-in sessions every other
week. Pop in to the Central Library if you
have any questions about SEND, want to

meet the team or just prefer to talk face to

facel!

10\.‘(\ ja“ua”

24
Tlh F'Ebt

swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
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SEND SUPPORT

SEND
Sharing
Service

N= ]

A specialist lending library from

¥

i
v, £
PUSHCHAIR

= w

" EAR
BOARD: DEFENDERS

for families in the Swindon area with children and young people
who have any kind of Special Educational Needs or Disabilities,
whether they have a diagnosis or not

Browse the catalogue...

swindonsendsharingservice.lend-engine.com

—

The Kelly"| Foundation

LISTEN UNDERSTAND SUPPORT

EATING DISORDER FAMILY
SUPPORT GROUP

Last Tuesday of Every Month, 6.30-7.30pm
Starting Tuesday 28th November 2023

Pinetrees Community Centre. Pinehurst, Swindon SN2 1QR

No two families will have the same experiences
with eating disorders, but we are here to listen,
understand and support families to develop
resilience and become strong through the
process.

We believe in families. We believe in recovery.
We believe talking together is power and good
support saves lives.

Welcome to our Family Support Group.

Please contact Jane for more information or to
register your interest
Email - jane@4kelly.org
Tel - 01793 200710

SEND
Sharing
Service

2

Borrow items for up to 28 days

You can browse the catalogue online or in person,
reserve and collect your item...

swing ingservice.lend-engine.com

'@' el m
=
Go Read our

4 recister

Pary thee £3 yeasty memberihip Riegiszer 1o become

g
e Bl
out your detaily

ARRANGE 7
COLLECTION

[

You recetve an email
conduming the sesrvation.

Contact us if you have any questions sendsharingservice.ssfv@outlook.com

Swindon SEND
Families Voice

www.beuswindon.co.uk
beu.swindon@nhs.net

01793 781484

On Demand
Courses

« 30 day Aceess

{odie :S_I]litt )|

hool

rstanding
cmolinns.

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin

Please email us by clicking on our linked address

swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com



https://www.facebook.com/4Kelly
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SEND ACTIVITIES fv}‘

S-apm - Down Syndrome Active

- ==

—_— i \ /’,,.-f' -
-~
Click here ey / www.STFCfoundation .com

G

Next
SEN OMLY session at Little Centurions is
coming up!

This is a 2-hour session taking place on the

FIRST Wednesday of EVERY month from iﬂ ‘JU edl 1’35(]&}:-' OI'
3.30pm - 5.30pm.
everv month

Wednesday 6th December.,

Parents and Carers accompanying children
are FREE, with a 2-hour session costing
£5.95 for Under 4's

and
£7.95 for ages 4 and above.

You can book enline,

click anywhere on this paster to go direct to
the website

#LittleCenturions #SENsession
ACirencester

BUILD CONFIDENCE- IMPROVE
MOTOR SKILLS: SENSORY
AWARENESS :

A fun inclusive music/singing class for children aged 5-14 with a
severe or profound disability to attend alongside their parent/carer.

R TERM 4
Last Thursday of Every Month STARTING MONDAY 8TH JANUARY
at 4:15pm

No need to book
Discount applied to the
wheole family

! »g
n L AEE
g = To find out more about the set up of the class please email
"a‘f P'n‘ts singabilitygroup@gmail.com
BOOKING ESSENTIAL
S——

Cirencester

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin

Please email us by clicking on our linked address swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com



https://www.rugratsandhalfpints.com/?fbclid=IwAR2Ew17HV2qWLouoNrbJc0XMQP2AEdqIO2h9IfRek_uriJSvgRWMl5OkWJQ
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SEND ACTIVITIES »’Kv k

6-TPM EVERY WEDNESDAY
ACTIVE & —— LGN

INCLUSIVE Active
SW| " DON Inclusive

on Facebook

Mondays:  Wheels 4 All Cycling, LD Football (16+), SALTO! for update
Dance (16+) info

Tu esdays; Disability 1ce Skating, Inclusive Bounce
Trampolining, Inclusive Swim (16+) Please Note: AT MEADOWCROFT COMMUNITY CENTRE
SN2 TJX
Link Centre
Closure will affect
Swim, Bounce and :
lce Skating so This group is free to attend =
Thursdays: ~ Wheels 4 All Cycling, Inclusive Tennis (16+), Pilates, please check with for those aged 10-25! ‘
Inclusive Bounce Trampolining, Table Tennis, the Link Centre
Disability Cricket (12-25) before attending. ‘

Wednesdays: Yoga, Inclusive Tennis (All ages), Pan Disability
Football, Down Syndrome Football

fou can enjoy games and exciting
Fridays: Football (Mental Health 16+), Disability Boxing activities within a safe space,
Session, Wheelchair Rugby (9+), Vixens Netball

where you can chat to someone you can trust!
{16+), Wheelchair Basketball (8+)

Saturdays: Indoor Bowls (All ages)

END Families with families

RXKKK

Connected
Supported
Togethemess

SEND SESSIONS
Welcome to SEND families with Fomilies &

We are a small group of parents that meet to

Freedog

plan small events in the half terms where SEND OpeRBoUNCe SEND Eessloie st Frestdog:
families con meet and connect.
" - SEND individuals and their families
We would love to connect with as many families Every Sunday evening from
as possible, so if you feel like you could benefit deAS:18:00

rom SEND news, support, advice and connectio This session has reduced noise and a
ith other families then please scan the QR cod :;‘::::_checki" AndiBESRg et
below to join our Facebook group and find out

more about what we're aiming to achieve.

One Carer free with each SEMD child.

If you know of anything SEND related you'd like to see in our E-bulletin

Please email us by clicking on our linked address swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com
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